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DISTRIBUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS BY TYPE AND EMIRATE

Higher education institutions in 2013

Total
Federal institutions      Non-federal institutions

Emirate
UniversityCollegeInstituteUniversityCollegeInstitute

302207136Abu Dhabi

3111012143Dubai

7010321Sharjah

4000220Ajman

1000010Umm Al Quwain

4010300Ras Al Khaimah

3010110Fujairah

7122026338Total

Licensed international branch campuses 

Total
Non-federal institutions 

Emirate
UniversityCollegeInstitute

5302Abu Dhabi

5311Dubai

0000
Sharjah / Ajman / Umm Al Quwain / 
Ras Al Khaimah / Fujairah

10613Total

Operational higher education 
institutions in the UAE:

• 2 federal universities 

• 2 federal colleges

• 25 non-federal universities  

• 33 non-federal colleges

• 10 non-federal institutes 

Licensed operational international 
branch campuses in the UAE:

• 6 universities  

• 1 college

• 3 institutes

• All operational licensed 
international branch campuses 
are located in Abu Dhabi or Dubai.
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Distribution of higher education institutions by emirate

• Multi-campus institutions 
are counted in each emirate 
where they operate. 

• An institution with multiple 
campuses in a given emirate is 
counted only once.

• Total enrolment: 128,279

• Number of student nationalities: 161

• Total number of full-time faculty: 6,518

• Number of full-time faculty 
nationalities: 118

Distribution of higher education institutions by type


